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SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS SME SH O R EL I N E EX EMP T I O N  
 

City of Renton Development Services Division 
1 0 5 5  Sou th  G ra d y W a y-Renton,  W A  9 8 0 5 5   
P h one:  4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 2 0 0  F a x :  4 2 5 -4 3 0 -7 2 3 1  

 
PURPOSE: To ensure proposed shoreline development is consistent with the goals and policies of  the 
C ity ,  S horeline M aster P rogram and S tate S horeline M anagement A ct.  
 
W H EN  A  SH OREL I N E PERM I T  EX EM PT I ON  REQ UI RED : 
I f  y ou are doing any  development or construction activity  within 2 0 0  f eet of  a designated shoreline,  y our 
proj ect will req uire either a S horeline S ub stantial D evelopment P ermit or a S horeline P ermit E x emption.   
The f ollowing activities are eligib le to receive a S horeline P ermit E x emption:  
 

• A ny  proj ect with a cost or f air mark et value ( whichever is higher)  of  less than $ 2 , 5 0 0 1 
 
• N ormal maintenance or repair of  ex isting structure or developments2 
 
• C onstruction or repair of  a protective b ulk head f or a single-f amily  residence3 
 
• E mergency  construction necessary  to protect property  f rom damage b y  the elements4 
 
• N ormal agricultural construction and practices5 
 
• C onstruction or modif ication authoriz ed b y  C oast G uard or designated authority 6 
 
• C onstruction of  a single-f amily  residence or associated structures f or use b y  the owner or 

owner’ s f amily 7 
 
• C onstruction of  a private dock  f or non-commercial use b y  the property  owner( s) 8 
 
• M ark ing of  property  lines or corners on state-owned lands9 
 
• O peration and maintenance of  agricultural drainage and dik ing f acilities10  
 
• A ny  proj ect with certif ication f rom the governor11 
 
• A ctivities necessary  f or preparation of  permit application12 
 
• R emoval or control of  aq uatic nox ious weeds13 
 
• W atershed restoration proj ects14 
 
• P roj ects intend ed  to improve fish  or w ild life h a b ita t or fish  pa ssa g e15 

 
C OM PL ET E A PPL I C A T I ON  REQ UI RED :  I n order to accept y our application,  each of  the numb ered 
items must b e sub mitted at the s a m e  t i m e .   I f  y ou have received a prior written waiver of  a sub mittal 
item( s)  during a pre-application meeting,  please provide the waiver f orm in lieu of  any  sub mittal item not 
provided.   A l l  p l a n s  a n d  a t t a c h m e n t s  m u s t  b e  f o l d e d  t o  a  s i z e  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  8 ½  b y  1 1  i n c h e s .  
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APPLICATION SUBMITTAL HOURS:  Applications should be submitted to Development Services staff 
at the 6 th floor counter of R enton C ity  H all,  1 0 5 5  South G rady  W ay ,  betw een 8 :0 0  A. M .  and 4 :0 0  P . M .  
M onday  throug h F riday .   An appointment to submit y our application is not necessary .  Due to the 
screening  time req uired,  applications delivered by  messeng er cannot be accepted.   
 
AD D ITIONAL PE RMITS:  Additional permits from other ag encies may  be req uired.   I t is the applicant’ s 
responsibility  to obtain these other approvals.  I nformation reg arding  these other req uirements may  be 
found at http://apps.ecy.wa.gov/opas/ 
 
 

All Plans and Attachments must be folded 8 ½”by 1 1 ” 
 
APPLICATION MATE RIALS: 
 
1 .    Land Use Permit Master Application Form: P l ease pr ovi d e the orig inal pl u s 4 copies of  the 

C O MPLE T E D  C i ty of  R en ton  D evel opm en t S er vi ces D i vi si on ’ s M aster  A ppl i cati on  f or m .  
A ppl i cati on  m u st have n otar i z ed  si gn atu r es of  ALL cu r r en t pr oper ty own er s l i sted  on  the T i tl e 
R epor t.  I f  the pr oper ty own er  i s a cor por ati on ,  the au thor i z ed  r epr esen tati ve m u st attach pr oof  of  
si gn i n g au thor i ty on  b ehal f  of  the cor por ati on . T he l egal  d escr i pti on  of  the pr oper ty m u st b e 
attached  to the appl i cati on  f or m . 

  
2 .    Proj ect N arrativ e: P l ease pr ovi d e 5 copies of  a cl ear  an d  con ci se d escr i pti on  of  the pr oposed  

pr oj ect,  i n cl u d i n g the f ol l owi n g: 
• P r oj ect n am e,  si z e an d  l ocati on  of  si te 
• B r i ef  d escr i pti on  of  pr oposed  wor k  
• B asi s f or  the ex em pti on  r eq u est ( r ef er en ce ex em pti on  categor y f r om  f i r st page)  
• A n ti ci pated  d ates of  wor k  
• O ther  per m i ts r eq u i r ed  f or  pr oposed  pr oj ect 
• C u r r en t an d  pr oposed  u se of  the si te 
• S peci al  si te f eatu r es ( i .e. wetl an d s,  water  b od i es,  steep sl opes)  
• S tatem en t ad d r essi n g soi l  type an d  d r ai n age con d i ti on s 
• T otal  esti m ated  con str u cti on  cost an d  esti m ated  f ai r  m ar k et val u e of  the pr oposed  

pr oj ect 
• E sti m ated  q u an ti ti es an d  type of  m ater i al s i n vol ved  i f  an y f i l l  or  ex cavati on  i s 

pr oposed  
• N u m b er ,  type an d  si z e of  an y tr ees to b e r em oved  
• D i stan ce f r om  cl osest ar ea of  wor k  to the O r d i n ar y H i gh W ater  M ar k  of  the shor el i n e 
• N atu r e of  the ex i sti n g shor el i n e ( e.g. hi gh b an k ,  n atu r al i z e,  r i p r ap,  b u l k head ,  etc.)  
• I f  the pr oposed  pr oj ect ex ceed s a hei ght of  3 5 -f eet ab ove the aver age gr ad e l evel ,  

d i scu ss the appr ox i m ate l ocati on  of  an d  n u m b er  of  r esi d en ti al  u n i ts,  ex i sti n g an d  
poten ti al ,  that wi l l  have an  ob str u cted  vi ew 

  
3 .    N eig h b orh ood D etail Map: P l ease pr ovi d e 5 copies of  a m ap d r awn  at a scal e of  1 "  =  1 0 0 '  or  

1 "  =  2 0 0 '  ( or  other  scal e appr oved  b y the D evel opm en t S er vi ces D i vi si on )  to b e u sed  to i d en ti f y 
the si te l ocati on  on  pu b l i c n oti ces an d  to r evi ew com pati b i l i ty wi th su r r ou n d i n g l an d  u ses. T he 
m ap shal l  i d en ti f y the su b j ect si te wi th a m u ch d ar k er  per i m eter  l i n e than  su r r ou n d i n g pr oper ti es 
an d  i n cl u d e at l east two cr oss str eets i n  al l  d i r ecti on s showi n g the l ocati on  of  the su b j ect si te 
r el ati ve to pr oper ty b ou n d ar i es of  su r r ou n d i n g par cel s. T he m ap shal l  al so show: the pr oper ty' s 
l ot l i n es,  su r r ou n d i n g pr oper ti es’  l ot l i n es,  b ou n d ar i es of  the C i ty of  R en ton  ( i f  appl i cab l e) ,  n or th 
ar r ow ( or i en ted  to the top of  the pl an  sheet) ,  gr aphi c scal e u sed  f or  the m ap,  an d  C i ty of  R en ton  
( n ot K i n g C ou n ty)  str eet n am es f or  al l  str eets shown . T he m ap m u st f i t on  a si n gl e m ap sheet. 
 
K r ol l  M ap C om pan y ( 2 0 6 -4 4 8 -6 2 7 7 )  pr od u ces m aps that m ay ser ve thi s pu r pose or  you  m ay u se 
the K i n g C ou n ty A ssessor ’ s m aps as a b ase f or  the N ei ghb or hood  D etai l  M ap.  A d d i ti on al  
i n f or m ati on  ( i .e. cu r r en t ci ty str eet n am es)  wi l l  n eed  to b e ad d ed  b y the appl i can t. 
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4.    Waiver Form: I f  y o u  r e c e i v e d  a  w a i v e r  f o r m  d u r i n g  o r  a f t e r  a  “ p r e -a p p l i c a t i o n  m e e t i n g ” ,  p l e a s e  
p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  t h i s  f o r m . 

  
5 .    S it e P l an : Pl e a s e  p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  a  f u l l y -d i m e n s i o n e d  p l a n  s h e e t  d r a w n  a t  a  s c a l e  o f  1 " = 2 0 '  

( o r  o t h e r  s c a l e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n ) .  T h e  S i t e  Pl a n  s h o u l d  s h o w  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  

• N a m e  o f  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t  
• D a t e ,  s c a l e ,  a n d  n o r t h  a r r o w  ( o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a p e r / p l a n  s h e e t )  
• D r a w i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  w i t h  a l l  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  d i m e n s i o n e d  a n d  n a m e s  o f  

a d j a c e n t  s t r e e t s  
• I d e n t i f y  a l l  a d j a c e n t  s t r e e t s  a n d  a l l e y s  
• L o c a t i o n  a n d  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p r o p o s e d  s t r u c t u r e s  
• Pa r k i n g  a n d  o f f -s t r e e t  l o a d i n g  s p a c e  
• F r e e -s t a n d i n g  s i g n s  a n d  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  
• S t o r a g e  a r e a s  a n d  j o b  s h a c k s / s a l e s  t r a i l e r s  
• L o c a t i o n  a n d  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s  s t r e a m s ,  r e q u i r e d  b u f f e r  a r e a s ,  

a n d  w e t l a n d s  
• I n d i c a t e  O r d i n a r y  H i g h  W a t e r  M a r k  a n d  s h o w  d i s t a n c e  i n  f e e t  t o  c l o s e s t  a r e a  o f  w o r k  

  
6 .    Wet l an d  A s s es s men t : Pl e a s e  p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  t h e  m a p  a n d  5 c op ies  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  i f  A N Y  

w e t l a n d s  a r e  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  o r  w i t h i n  1 0 0  f e e t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y . T h e  
w e t l a n d  r e p o r t / d e l i n e a t i o n  m u s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  i n  R M C  4-8-1 2 0 D .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
i f  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  w e t l a n d  o r  b u f f e r  i s  p r o p o s e d ,  5 c op ies  o f  a  w et l an d  mit ig at ion  p l an  a r e  
a l s o  r e q u i r e d .  S e e  R M C  4-8-1 2 0 D  f o r  p l a n  c o n t e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

  
7 .    Fl ood  H az ard  D at a: Pl e a s e  p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  a  s c a l e d  p l a n  s h o w i n g  t h e  n a t u r e ,  l o c a t i o n ,  

d i m e n s i o n s ,  a n d  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  q u e s t i o n ;  e x i s t i n g  o r  p r o p o s e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  f i l l ,  s t o r a g e  o f  
m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  d r a i n a g e  f a c i l i t i e s .  A l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :   

• E l e v a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m e a n  s e a  l e v e l  o f  t h e  l o w e s t  f l o o r  ( i n c l u d i n g  b a s e m e n t )  o f  a l l  
s t r u c t u r e s   

• E l e v a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m e a n  s e a  l e v e l  t o  w h i c h  a n y  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  b e e n  f l o o d p r o o f e d  
• C e r t i f i c a t i o n  b y  a  r e g i s t e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r  o r  a r c h i t e c t  t h a t  t h e  f l o o d p r o o f i n g  

m e t h o d s  c r i t e r i a  i n  R M C  4-3-0 5 0  h a v e  b e e n  m e t  
• D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  a  w a t e r c o u r s e  w i l l  b e  a l t e r e d  o r  r e l o c a t e d  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t   
  
8.    H ab it at  D at a R ep ort : I f  t h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e  c o n t a i n s  o r  a b u t s  a  critical habitat p e r  R M C  4-3-0 5 0 B 5 b ,  

p l e a s e  p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  a  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  i n  S e c t i o n  4-8-1 2 0 D  o f  
t h e  R e n t o n  M u n i c i p a l  C o d e . 

  
9 .    S t an d ard  S t ream or L ak e S t u d y : Pl e a s e  p r o v i d e  5 c op ies  o f  a  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  R M C  S e c t i o n  4-8-1 2 0 D .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s  a n  u n c l a s s i f i e d  s t r e a m ,  a  
s u p p l emen t al  s t ream or l ak e s t u d y  i s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  ( 5 c op ies ) . I f  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  a  w a t e r -
b o d y  o r  b u f f e r  i s  p r o p o s e d  a  s u p p l emen t al  s t ream or l ak e s t u d y   
( 5 c op ies )  a n d  a  mit ig at ion  p l an  ( 1 2  c op ies )  a r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d .  S e e  R M C  4-8-1 2 0 D  f o r  p l a n  
c o n t e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

  
 

All Plans and Attachments must be folded to 8½” by 11” 
 
 
R E V I E W  P R O C E S S :   Once  a  co m p l e t e  l a nd  u s e  a p p l i ca t i o n p a ck a g e  h a s  b e e n a cce p t e d  f o r  i ni t i a l  
r e v i e w ,  i t  w i l l  b e  r o u t e d  t o  o t h e r  C i t y  d e p a r t m e nt s  a nd  o t h e r  j u r i s d i ct i o ns  o r  a g e nci e s  w h o  m a y  h a v e  a n 
i nt e r e s t  i n i t .   T h e  r e v i e w e r s  t y p i ca l l y  h a v e  t w o  w e e k s  t o  r e t u r n t h e i r  co m m e nt s  t o  t h e  D e v e l o p m e nt  
S e r v i ce s  D i v i s i o n.   Once  a l l  co m m e nt s  h a v e  b e e n a d d r e s s e d ,  t h e  D e v e l o p m e nt  S e r v i ce s  D i v i s i o n w i l l  
i s s u e  a n e x e m p t i o n,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  a p p l i ca t i o n m e e t s  t h e  cr i t e r i a  f o r  e x e m p t i o n.  
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If the application must also be reviewed under the State Environmental P olicy  A ct ( SEP A ) ,  this will 
ex tend the review time necessary  for the proj ect approval.   U pon issuance of the Environmental 
D etermination,  the D evelopment Services D ivision will tak e one of the following  actions:   issue an 
ex emption,  req uest additional information,  or req uire a full Shoreline Substantial D evelopment P ermit.   
P lease see the handout entitled " Submittal R eq uirements:  Environmental R eview "  for additional 
information.  
 
If the C ity  approves an ex emption,  a copy  will be sent to the applicant.   If y ou also need a building  permit,  
please turn in a copy  of y our ex emption with y our other submittals.   A  building  permit ( or other C ity  
approval)  may  be issued immediately  upon issuance of the ex emption,  provided all other relevant 
req uirements have been met and the proj ect does not also req uire any  ty pe of A rmy  C orps approval.  
 
If a proj ect req uires A rmy  C orp approval,  the C ity  will mail a copy  of the Shoreline Ex emption decision to 
the State D epartment of Ecolog y  ( D O E)  and the State A ttorney  G eneral' s O ffice for review.   T he D O E 
has ten day s to review the ex emption decision.   A  building  permit ( or other C ity  approval)  may  be issued 
ten day s after the date of mailing  the ex emption decision to the D epartment of Ecolog y  and A ttorney  
G eneral- - provided the State does not appeal the ex emption decision during  the ten day  review period 
and provided all other relevant req uirements have been met.  
 
 
                                                      
1  Total cost or fair market value of p roj ect ( w h ich ever is h ig h er)  is less th an  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  
Any development of which the total cost or fair market value, whichever is higher, does not 
ex ceed two thousand five hundred dollars, if such development does not materially interfere with the normal pub lic use of the 
water or shorelines of the state.  F or purposes of determining whether or not a permit is req uired, the total cost or fair market 
value shall b e b ased on the value of development that is occurring on shorelines of the state as defined in R C W  9 0 . 5 8 . 0 3 0  
( 2 ) ( c) .  T he total cost or fair market value of the development shall include the fair market value of any donated, contrib uted or 
found lab or, eq uipment or materials;  
 
2  N ormal main ten an ce or rep air of ex istin g  structures or d evelop men ts.  
N ormal maintenance or repair of ex isting structures or developments, including damage b y  
accident, fire or elements.  " N ormal maintenance"  includes those usual acts to prevent a decline, lapse, or cessation from a 
lawfully estab lished condition.  " N ormal repair"  means to restore a development to a state comparab le to its original condition, 
including b ut not limited to its siz e, shape, configuration, location and ex ternal appearance, within a reasonab le period after 
decay or partial destruction, ex cept where repair causes sub stantial adverse effects to shoreline resource or environment.  
R eplacement of a structure or development may b e authoriz ed as repair where such replacement is the common method of 
repair for the type of structure or development and the replacement structure or development is comparab le to the original 
structure or development including b ut not limited to its siz e, shape, configuration, location and ex ternal appearance and the 
replacement does not cause sub stantial adverse effects to shoreline resources or environment;  
 
3  C on struction  or rep air of p rotective b ulkh ead  for sin g le-family  resid en ce.  
C onstruction of the normal protective b ulkhead common to single-family residences.  A " normal protective"  b ulkhead includes 
those structural and nonstructural developments installed at or near, and parallel to, the ordinary high water mark for the sole 
purpose of protecting an ex isting single-family residence and appurtenant structures from loss or damage b y erosion.  A normal 
protective b ulkhead is not ex empt if constructed for the purpose of creating dry land.  W hen a vertical or near vertical wall is 
b eing constructed or reconstructed, not more than one cub ic yard of fill per one foot of wall may b e used as b ackfill.  W hen an 
ex isting b ulkhead is b eing repaired b y construction of a vertical wall fronting the ex isting wall, it shall b e constructed no further 
waterward of the ex isting b ulkhead than is necessary for construction of new footings.  W hen a b ulkhead has deteriorated such 
that an ordinary high water mark has b een estab lished b y the presence and action of water landward of the b ulkhead then the 
replacement b ulkhead must b e located at or near the actual ordinary high water mark.  B each nourishment and b ioengineered 
erosion control proj ects may b e considered a normal protective b ulkhead when any structural elements are consistent with the 
ab ove req uirements and when the proj ect has b een approved b y the department of fish and wildlife.  
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4   Emergency construction necessary to protect property from damage by the elements. 
E m e r g e n c y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  d a m a g e  b y  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  A n  " e m e r g e n c y "  i s  a n  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  
i m m i n e n t  t h r e a t  t o  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y ,  o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  a  t i m e  t o o  s h o r t  t o  a l l o w  f u l l  
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  E m e r g e n c y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w  p e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  
w h e r e  n o n e  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t e d .  W h e r e  n e w  p r o t e c t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  d e e m e d  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  b e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n s  
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n ,  u p o n  a b a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  b e  r e m o v e d  o r  a n y  
p e r m i t  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u i r e d ,  a b s e n t  a n  e m e r g e n c y ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  c h a p t e r  9 0 . 5 8  R C W ,  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  l o c a l  
m a s t e r  p r o g r a m ,  o b t a i n e d .  A l l  e m e r g e n c y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  c h a p t e r  9 0 . 5 8  R C W  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  
m a s t e r  p r o g r a m .  A s  a  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r ,  f l o o d i n g  o r  o t h e r  s e a s o n a l  e v e n t s  t h a t  c a n  b e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a n d  m a y  o c c u r  b u t  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
i m m i n e n t  a r e  n o t  a n  e m e r g e n c y ;  
 
5  N ormal agricultural construction and practices. 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  n o r m a l  o r  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  f a r m i n g ,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  a n d  r a n c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e r v i c e  
r o a d s  a n d  u t i l i t i e s  o n  s h o r e l a n d s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  b a r n  o r  s i m i l a r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  
o f  i r r i g a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  h e a d  g a t e s ,  p u m p i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  i r r i g a t i o n  c h a n n e l s :  P r o v i d e d ,  T h a t  a  f e e d l o t  
o f  a n y  s i z e ,  a l l  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s ,  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  c o m m e r c i a l  n a t u r e ,  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t o u r  o f  t h e  s h o r e l a n d s  b y  l e v e l i n g  
o r  f i l l i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  n o r m a l  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  n o r m a l  o r  n e c e s s a r y  f a r m i n g  o r  r a n c h i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .  A  f e e d l o t  s h a l l  b e  a n  e n c l o s u r e  o r  f a c i l i t y  u s e d  o r  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  f e e d i n g  l i v e s t o c k  h a y ,  g r a i n ,  s i l a g e ,  o r  
o t h e r  l i v e s t o c k  f e e d ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  i n c l u d e  l a n d  f o r  g r o w i n g  c r o p s  o r  v e g e t a t i o n  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  f e e d i n g  a n d / o r  g r a z i n g ,  n o r  s h a l l  i t  
i n c l u d e  n o r m a l  l i v e s t o c k  w i n t e r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ;  
 
6  C onstruction or modification authoriz ed by C oast G uard or designated authority. 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n ,  b y  o r  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C o a s t  G u a r d  o r  a  d e s i g n a t e d  p o r t  m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y ,  o f  
n a v i g a t i o n a l  a i d s  s u c h  a s  c h a n n e l  m a r k e r s  a n d  a n c h o r  b u o y s ;   
 
7  C onstruction of a single-family residence for use by ow ner or ow ner’ s family. 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  s h o r e l a n d s  b y  a n  o w n e r ,  l e s s e e  o r  c o n t r a c t  p u r c h a s e r  o f  a  s i n g l e -f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  u s e  o r  f o r  t h e  
u s e  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l y ,  w h i c h  r e s i d e n c e  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  a  h e i g h t  o f  t h i r t y -f i v e  f e e t  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  g r a d e  l e v e l  a n d  w h i c h  m e e t s  a l l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a g e n c y  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e r e o f .  " S i n g l e -f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e "  m e a n s  a  d e t a c h e d  
d w e l l i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  a n d  o c c u p i e d  b y  o n e  f a m i l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h i n  a  c o n t i g u o u s  o w n e r s h i p  
w h i c h  a r e  a  n o r m a l  a p p u r t e n a n c e .  A n  " a p p u r t e n a n c e "  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  a  s i n g l e -f a m i l y  
r e s i d e n c e  a n d  i s  l o c a t e d  l a n d w a r d  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  a n d  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  a  w e t l a n d .  O n  a  s t a t e w i d e  b a s i s ,  n o r m a l  
a p p u r t e n a n c e s  i n c l u d e  a  g a r a g e ;  d e c k ;  d r i v e w a y ;  u t i l i t i e s ;  f e n c e s ;  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  s e p t i c  t a n k  a n d  d r a i n f i e l d  a n d  g r a d i n g  w h i c h  
d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t w o  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  c u b i c  y a r d s  a n d  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  f i l l  i n  a n y  w e t l a n d  o r  w a t e r w a r d  o f  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k .  L o c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m a y  d i c t a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  n o r m a l  a p p u r t e n a n c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  s e t  
f o r t h  a n d  r e g u l a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  m a s t e r  p r o g r a m .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  t h i s  e x e m p t i o n  s h a l l  b e  l o c a t e d  
l a n d w a r d  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k ;  
 
8  C onstruction of a priv ate dock  for non-commercial use by property ow ner( s) . 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  d o c k ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c o m m u n i t y  d o c k ,  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p l e a s u r e  c r a f t  o n l y ,  f o r  t h e  p r i v a t e  n o n c o m m e r c i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  
o w n e r s ,  l e s s e e ,  o r  c o n t r a c t  p u r c h a s e r  o f  a  s i n g l e -f a m i l y  a n d  m u l t i p l e -f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e s .  A  d o c k  i s  a  l a n d i n g  a n d  m o o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  
f o r  w a t e r c r a f t  a n d  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e c k s ,  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  o t h e r  a p p u r t e n a n c e s .  T h i s  e x c e p t i o n  a p p l i e s  i f  e i t h e r :  

(  )  I n  s a l t  w a t e r s ,  t h e  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  d o c k  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t w o  t h o u s a n d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s ;  o r  
( i )  I n  f r e s h  w a t e r s ,  t h e  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  d o c k  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t e n  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .   H o w e v e r ,  i f  

s u b s e q u e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v i n g  a  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e  e x c e e d i n g  t w o  t h o u s a n d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  
f i v e  y e a r s  o f  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  

 
F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s a l t  w a t e r  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  t i d a l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  m a r i n e  a n d  e s t u a r i n e  w a t e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n ,  S t r a i t  o f  J u a n  d e  F u c a ,  S t r a i t  o f  G e o r g i a  a n d  P u g e t  S o u n d  a n d  a l l  b a y s  a n d  i n l e t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  
a b o v e ;  
 
O p e r a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c a n a l s ,  w a t e r w a y s ,  d r a i n s ,  r e s e r v o i r s ,  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  n o w  e x i s t  o r  a r e  
h e r e a f t e r  c r e a t e d  o r  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  a n  i r r i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  s y s t e m  w a t e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r e t u r n  f l o w  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  s t o r e d  g r o u n d  w a t e r  f r o m  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  o f  l a n d s ;  
 
9  M ark ing of property lines or corners on state-ow ned lands. 
T h e  m a r k i n g  o f  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  o r  c o r n e r s  o n  s t a t e -o w n e d  l a n d s ,  w h e n  s u c h  m a r k i n g  d o e s  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  n o r m a l  
p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r ;  
 
1 0   O peration and maintenance of agricultural drainage and dik ing facilities. 
O p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a n y  s y s t e m  o f  d i k e s ,  d i t c h e s ,  d r a i n s ,  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t i n g  o n  J u n e  4 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  w h i c h  w e r e  
c r e a t e d ,  d e v e l o p e d  o r  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  p a r t  o f  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d r a i n a g e  o r  d i k i n g  s y s t e m ;  
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11 Any project with a certification from the governor. 
A n y  p r o j e c t  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n o r  p u r s u a n t  t o  c h a p t e r  8 0 . 5 0  R C W ; 
 
12   S ite activities  neces s ary for preparation of appl ication for d evel opment au thoriz ation. 
S i t e  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i f :  

(  )  T h e  a c t i v i t y  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  n o r m a l  p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  w a t e r s ; 
( i )  T h e  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  h a v e  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  f i s h ,  w i l d l i f e ,  

f i s h  o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e s ; 
( i i )  T h e  a c t i v i t y  d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a n y  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h e  

v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  l a n d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t e  a r e  r e s t o r e d  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  a c t i v i t y ; 
( i i i )  A  p r i v a t e  e n t i t y  s e e k i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f i r s t  p o s t s  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  b o n d  o r  

p r o v i d e s  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  l o c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  i s  r e s t o r e d  t o  
p r e e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ; a n d  

T h e  a c t i v i t y  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p e r m i t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  R C W  9 0 . 5 8 . 5 5 0 ; 
 
13   R emoving or control l ing aq u atic nox iou s  weed s  
T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e m o v i n g  o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  a q u a t i c  n o x i o u s  w e e d s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  R C W  1 7 . 2 6 . 0 2 0 ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a n  h e r b i c i d e  o r  
o t h e r  t r e a t m e n t  m e t h o d s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  w e e d  c o n t r o l  t h a t  a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  a  f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  p u b l i s h e d  
b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e c o l o g y  j o i n t l y  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  u n d e r  c h a p t e r  4 3 . 2 1 C  R C W ; 
 
14   W aters hed  res toration projects  
W a t e r s h e d  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a s  d e f i n e d  h e r e i n .  L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a l l  r e v i e w  t h e  p r o j e c t s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  
m a s t e r  p r o g r a m  i n  a n  e x p e d i t i o u s  m a n n e r  a n d  s h a l l  i s s u e  i t s  d e c i s i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  f o r t y -f i v e  d a y s  o f  
r e c e i v i n g  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  N o  f e e  m a y  b e  c h a r g e d  f o r  a c c e p t i n g  
a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  r e q u e s t s  f o r  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  w a t e r s h e d  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a s  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

(  )  " W a t e r s h e d  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t "  m e a n s  a  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p r o j e c t  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  a  w a t e r s h e d  
r e s t o r a t i o n  p l a n  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t s  t h e  p l a n  o r  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n  a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s :  
(  )  A  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  m i l e s  o f  s t r e a m r e a c h ,  i n  w h i c h  l e s s  t h a n  t w e n t y -f i v e  c u b i c  y a r d s  o f  

s a n d ,  g r a v e l ,  o r  s o i l  i s  r e m o v e d ,  i m p o r t e d ,  d i s t u r b e d  o r  d i s c h a r g e d ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  n o  e x i s t i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  i s  
r e m o v e d  e x c e p t  a s  m i n i m a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  p l a n t i n g s ; 

( A )  A  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  a n  e r o d e d  o r  u n s t a b l e  s t r e a m  b a n k  t h a t  e m p l o y s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
b i o e n g i n e e r i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i m i t e d  u s e  o f  r o c k  a s  a  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o n l y  a t  t h e  t o e  o f  t h e  b a n k ,  a n d  w i t h  p r i m a r y  
e m p h a s i s  o n  u s i n g  n a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  e r o s i v e  f o r c e s  o f  f l o w i n g  w a t e r ; o r  

( B )  A  p r o j e c t  p r i m a r i l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  i m p r o v e  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  r e m o v e  o r  r e d u c e  i m p e d i m e n t s  t o  
m i g r a t i o n  o f  f i s h ,  o r  e n h a n c e  t h e  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  b y  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a n y  s t r u c t u r e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  b r i d g e  o r  c u l v e r t  o r  i n s t r e a m  h a b i t a t  e n h a n c e m e n t  s t r u c t u r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t w o  h u n d r e d  s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  f l o o r  a r e a  a n d  i s  l o c a t e d  a b o v e  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  o f  t h e  s t r e a m .  

( i )  " W a t e r s h e d  r e s t o r a t i o n  p l a n "  m e a n s  a  p l a n ,  d e v e l o p e d  o r  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e c o l o g y ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a  f e d e r a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  I n d i a n  t r i b e  a c t i n g  w i t h i n  a n d  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  a  c i t y ,  a  c o u n t y ,  o r  a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  o r  a c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  r e -
c r e a t i o n ,  o r  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  e c o l o g y  o f  a  s t r e a m ,  s t r e a m  s e g m e n t ,  
d r a i n a g e  a r e a ,  o r  w a t e r s h e d  f o r  w h i c h  a g e n c y  a n d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  c h a p t e r  
4 3 . 2 1 C  R C W ,  t h e  S t a t e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  A c t ; 

 
 
15   P rojects  intend ed  to improve fis h or wil d l ife hab itat or fis h pas s age. 
A  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  w h i c h  i s  t o  i m p r o v e  f i s h  o r  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o r  f i s h  p a s s a g e ,  w h e n  a l l  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a p p l y :  

(  )  T h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  i n  w r i t i n g  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  o r  p a s s a g e  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  d e s i g n e d  a n d  s i t e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  i n t e n d e d  
p u r p o s e ; 

( i )  T h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  h y d r a u l i c  p r o j e c t  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p u r s u a n t  t o  c h a p t e r  
7 5 . 2 0  R C W ; a n d  

( i i )  T h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  s h o r e l i n e  m a s t e r  p r o g r a m .  
T h e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  s u c h  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  a  t i m e l y  m a n n e r  a n d  p r o v i d e  i t  b y  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  
p r o p o n e n t .  

 


